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Press Release

For Immediate Use

Monday, 16th July, 2007 
New Brighton Phase Two Planning Submitted This Week
The outline planning application for Phase Two of Neptune Developments’ proposals for New Brighton is being submitted to Wirral Council this week. Valued at £42m, they include a hotel and a year-round outdoor spa.
The proposals follow on from the successful Phase One application which includes the redevelopment of the Floral Hall Theatre and the new Town Square with cafes and 37 apartments. All the funding for Phase One, £18m in total, is in place including funding from the Mersey Waterfront Regional Park, ERDF Objective One and Wirral Council, with work due to start shortly.

There have been changes to the scheme following the public enquiry last year and now Phase Two contains no residential elements and the Marine Lake will remain on its existing site.

The details in the outline planning application have already been shared with all the statutory bodies and local groups who came forward during the public enquiry for the earlier scheme.

Rob Mason, Neptune’s Development Director, said: “It has been a long process to get to this stage and we are delighted to be moving ahead with New Brighton. With the first phase about to begin and this planning submission, we hope we can finally bring about a new dawn for New Brighton.”

Under the proposals the Marine Lake will be dredged to make it useable again and a new pontoon and sailing school facilities will be provided. The nearby Victorian shelters will also be refurbished.

More//
West of the Marine Lake will be café bars fronting onto a new pedestrian plaza including a performance area.  

Mr Mason explained: “We think this area would be ideal for a carousel during the summer and an outdoor ice rink during the winter. There is plenty of space and by delivering the power and the right surface, there are options for even more attractions in the future.”

The foodstore will be operated by Morrison’s with its size reduced from the original plan for 85,000 sq ft to 64,000 sq ft. It will sit within a two-storey building with leisure and commercial use on the upper level. This could be used for bingo, a casino, or a snooker club. 

A six-screen, 1,100 seater cinema will sit alongside the supermarket as well as a 60-bed budget hotel and, again, major chains are already expressing an interest.

The main car park lies to the west of the supermarket. At the western end of the car park a new Health and Club will sit alongside a new Lido. Neptune want the new Lido to be used all year round so they have drawn inspiration from a spa complex in Germany and propose a a large hot water spa equivalent in size to a  standard 25m pool size, with water at a high temperature so the weather will be no obstacle to enjoyment.  This is likely to work in conjunction with a Combined Heat and Power Plant that will that will potentially provide a green solution to the developments power needs
A new model boating lake, exactly the same size as the existing facility with its own dedicated parking will complete the proposals.

More//

The plant will also be able to exchange heat with the supermarket so, for example, heat produced by refrigeration units can also be used to heat the pool offering a green solution to power the whole development.
Mr Mason concluded: “It has been a long road to get to this point but we will continue to work closely with Wirral Council and with all the local interest groups to help to secure the future of New Brighton as a vibrant and exciting seaside destination.”

Ends

Notes to Editors

If you would like to interview Rob Mason or require any further details, please contact Claire Donovan at October Communications on 0151 236 2323.

Neptune Developments continue to build their reputation as one of the North West’s leading and most innovative developers with ground-breaking schemes underway across the UK. 
Formed in 1989, Neptune are recognised for their distinctive, imaginative and intelligent approach to urban development that creates exceptional places that harmonise the needs of conservation and regeneration.
For more details of Neptune schemes, please visit www.neptunedevelopments.co.uk
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