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Press Release

For Immediate Use

Wednesday, 10th October, 2007 
New Brighton Phase Two Gets the Green Light
The outline planning application for Phase Two of Neptune Developments’ proposals for New Brighton was approved by Wirral Council’s planning committee last night.
The £42million proposals are in addition to the work already underway with the redevelopment of the Floral Pavilion Theatre and the new Town Square with cafes and 37 apartments.

The second phase includes a hotel and a year-round outdoor spa with the Marine Lake remaining on its existing site and no further residential elements. The proposals address all the issues raised by the Secretary of State following the Planning Inquiry last year and full consultation has been carried out with all statutory bodies and local groups.
Rob Mason, Neptune’s Development Director, said: “We are very pleased with the decision of Wirral’s Planning Committee and hope that Government office North West will recognise the steps taken to address the Secretary of State’s concerns. We look forward to submitting the necessary detailed planning applications in the next few months and moving towards a start on site with the second phase of our vision for a new New Brighton.

“It has been a long journey to reach this point and we are proud to now be closer to delivering this vital regeneration scheme to secure the long term future of New Brighton.”

More//

The proposals include:
· Dredging the Marine Lake and providing a new pontoon and sailing school facilities

· Refurbishing the Victorian shelters
· A new pedestrian plaza including a performance area with café bars west of the Marine Lake
· A new foodstore operated by Morrison’s with its size reduced from the original plan for 85,000 sq ft to 64,000 sq ft
· Leisure and commercial space above the foodstore

· A six-screen, 1,100 seater cinema
· A 60-bed budget hotel 
· A car park to the west of the supermarket. 
· A new Health Club 
· A new year-round Lido with a large hot water spa equivalent in size to a standard 25m pool size

· A new model boating lake, exactly the same size as the existing facility with its own dedicated parking.

Mr Mason concluded: “We would like to thank Wirral Council and the support of the local community and we can now get on with delivering a new future for New Brighton.”
Cllr Pat Hackett, Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Planning Strategy said: “Tonight’s decision secures a bright future for New Brighton.  It is the result of a great deal of hard work on behalf of Neptune, Wirral Council and perhaps most importantly the people of New Brighton.  Our task now is to get on and deliver this fantastic scheme that will be enjoyed both by visitors and the local community.”
Ends

Notes to Editors

If you would like to interview Rob Mason or require any further details, please contact Claire Donovan at October Communications on 0151 236 2323.

Neptune Developments continue to build their reputation as one of the North West’s leading and most innovative developers with ground-breaking schemes underway across the UK. 
Formed in 1989, Neptune are recognised for their distinctive, imaginative and intelligent approach to urban development that creates exceptional places that harmonise the needs of conservation and regeneration.
For more details of Neptune schemes, please visit www.neptunedevelopments.co.uk
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