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News Release

For immediate release

Thursday, 27th November, 2008 
Neptune Launch New Brighton Phase 2
As the new New Brighton Floral Pavilion Theatre nears completion, Neptune Developments are revealing their detailed plans for Phase 2 of the £45 million scheme.

Outline planning approval was received early this year and the first detailed application was approved in August covering the new model boating lake and improved public realm including a new seafront promenade, a protective wall to channel water from waves overtopping the sea wall back to the sea, and improved landscaping and parking. 

This is the second and final detailed application and is due to be submitted by NJL Consulting at the end of next month, December 2008. The second phase will comprise of three groups of buildings with associated landscaping and public realm as well as highways and public transport improvements.
Steve Parry, Neptune’s Managing Director, said: “This will be the final major planning application for our New Brighton project and we are delighted to be getting underway with the main body of the scheme. The completion of the new Floral Pavilion demonstrates the quality of the whole project and we are proud to be launching phase 2 in this exciting new theatre.”

The main mixed-use building will feature a number of leisure uses, including a 60-bed Premier Inn, a pioneering six –screen/1000 seat digital cinema, a number of restaurants and bars, and a Morrison’s Supermarket. 
There will be a large public area separating this building from the crescent-shaped second building fronting the existing Marine Lake which can be used for public performances. 

More//

The second building will border the western shore of the existing Marine Lake and features single storey restaurants and bars with a two storey Sailing School. A new purpose built pontoon will be created in front of the Sailing School at the north west corner of the Marine Lake. 

At the western end of the site will be a new public Lido, sitting behind the new Model Boating Lake. The area between the Lido and the main mixed use building will provide a landscaped car park of 750 spaces to cater for the visitors who are expected to help the development bring in additional spend of over £21 million per annum to New Brighton and Wirral.  
Mr Parry added: “We are pleased to announce that the operator of the hotel will be Premier Inn and we expect to be able to announce more big name end-users in the coming months. We will continue to work closely with Wirral Council to deliver this new dawn for New Brighton. It has been a very long process but the end is finally in sight.”
Work on Phase 2 is due to begin in March 2009 and will take approximately 18 months with a completion due by Christmas 2010.

The completion of the Floral Pavilion Theatre, completed by contractor Kier North West on time and on budget, demonstrates Neptune’s expertise and commitment to New Brighton. 

Ken Martin, Floral Pavilion architect, said: “I am delighted the scheme is approaching completion on time, on budget and the scheme is a credit to Neptune Developments, Wirral Borough Council and Kier North West. This has been a remarkable team effort with good will on all sides and we have finally produced an iconic cultural building which will change the image of New Brighton.”
More//

Councillor Steve Foulkes, Leader of Wirral Council, said: “The second phase of this scheme marks an exciting new chapter in the history of New Brighton. It is a great example of the Council using its land assets to promote regeneration. The fantastic new Floral Pavilion, along with the plans outlined today, clearly demonstrate our commitment to providing high-quality modern facilities to the people of Wirral.”
Ends

For more information please contact Claire Donovan on 0151 236 2323 or 07712 833818.
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