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February 27th 2007
Permission granted for new Liverpool Science Park building

Neptune Developments have been given the green light for the next phase of Liverpool’s Science Park.

Following the success of Phase 1a in appealing to high technology and knowledge-based businesses, the second phase - on what is known as the `Wilderness Site’ on Brownlow Hill - is seen as a key component in adding to the appeal of the city to this sector.

Planning permission has been granted by Liverpool City Council for a four-storey 38,750 sq ft specialist office and laboratory building, offering the sort of high specification workspace required by the Science Park. It will feature natural stone elevations and concealed car parking, and has received backing from both CABE and English Heritage.

.

“We are delighted to have been given the go-ahead to start work on this next phase which will further the attraction of Liverpool to cutting-edge businesses,” said Neptune Managing Director Steve Parry.

“It is a high-quality development that has a significant role to play in the Science Park’s overall long-term sustainability and growth.”

More//

This project will complete the £20m Cathedral Precinct redevelopment on which Neptune has been working with the Liverpool Archdiocese, other elements of which have included the Foundation Building and Phase 1a of the Science Park which is a joint venture between Liverpool City Council, John Moores University and the University of Liverpool and is part-financed by the European Union under Merseyside’s Objective One ERDF program, Government Office for the North West and the North West Regional Development Agency.

Lettings in Phase 1a - on the site of the former Merseyside Innovation Centre next to Liverpool’s Grade II* listed Metropolitan Cathedral - are ahead of schedule with 22 businesses in occupation working in sectors such as biotechnology and drug discovery, creative industries and cutting-edge ICT companies.

Phase 1b, on a neighbouring site within the Cathedral Precinct regeneration area, has been designed by architects Falconer Chester Hall to complement the JMU Design Academy and the Cathedral. 

Liverpool Science Park’s CEO, Dr Sarah Tasker, commented: “The first phase has been very successful and we are keen to capitalise on the momentum that we have achieved here. We think it is a great opportunity for the city.”
Professor Michael Brown, chair of the Liverpool Science Park board, added: “With the planning approval in place work can now start urgently to make sure the Science Park development can develop for the benefit of Liverpool without constraint.

“We are delighted that the first phase development has exceeded all expectations and Phase 1b will ensure there is no bottleneck in the creation of new economic activity in Liverpool.

More//

“We look forward to the next phase of development on Edge Lane.”

Neptune now hope to be on site in the summer. 
Ends
For more information, contact Paul Cook at October Communications on 0151 236 2323.
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