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July 31st 2006
Approval granted for £14.5m Southport development

Neptune Developments have received planning approval for their £14.5m scheme to transform the Seafront area of Southport.
Their application to build a four-star hotel and casino, extend conference facilities and improve public realm features has been passed by Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council.
Neptune are confident that the proposals will now receive similar approval from the Government Office for the North West, allowing work to begin on site.

Steve Parry, MD of the Liverpool-based urban regeneration specialists, said:

“We are delighted to have been granted planning approval for the scheme which, we believe, will meet the aspirations for Southport as a tourist and conference destination.

“Our aim is to provide a high quality enhancement of the area through appropriate design and materials, in line with Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council’s vision.

“The proposals will also add vibrancy to the Seafront and help stimulate the local economy through both job creation and the expected influx of visitors to the new facilities.”
The scheme for the redevelopment of the Floral Hall Gardens site includes the provision of a 133-bed four-star hotel, a casino, restaurants and bars together with a new conference and exhibition space for the neighbouring Floral Hall conference venue.

The centrepiece is a new public Plaza overlooking Marine Lake, offering views of the coastline, north Lancashire and beyond to the Lake District. 
more…

The scheme will also provide improved pedestrian areas along the Promenade, within the development site, and along Marine Lake.

It is anticipated that the development could provide as many as 500 new jobs.
The scheme was put together following the identification of a need for additional, quality accommodation and attractions in order for Southport to maintain its position as a leading North West tourist destination.

The proposals will deliver the major outstanding component of Sefton MBC’s initiative to establish Southport as a “Classic Resort”.
The £1.7m public Plaza and lakeside environment improvements will act as a new attraction for visitors, either relaxing in the comfortable surroundings or taking in the superb views.

Southport based practice NJSR, which also has an office in Manchester and an associated company in Glasgow, will be project architect and lead consultant for the flagship scheme.

Already boasting a £154 million portfolio of current schemes, it was invited to participate due to its longstanding relationship with Neptune Developments. 

With significant experience of working on major regeneration schemes and having built an enviable reputation for producing innovative design solutions for commercial clients, David Bailey, partner from NJSR, said:

“I am absolutely delighted that Floral Hall Gardens has been granted planning approval. It is the culmination of a lot of hard work by all our team and I am very much looking forward to working with the Neptune team again. 

“NJSR is used to undertaking high profile design and build projects the length and breadth of the country so it is fantastic to be working on such a high profile regeneration scheme which will effect a significant transformation so close to home.”

The anticipated timetable is to achieve a start on site by the end of the year, with completion in 2008, subject to Government Office approval.

For further information contact Paul Cook at October Communications on 0151 236 2323 or 07734771924.
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