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For Immediate Use

OPERATOR AND INVESTOR ANNOUNCED FOR NEW LUXURY FOUR STAR RAMADA HOTEL IN SOUTHPORT
The world-renowned Ramada Plaza hotel brand will be coming to Southport as part of Neptune Developments’ £30m Waterfront project.

Neptune has announced it has agreed a deal that will see the New World Group operating the luxury four-star hotel on behalf of the investor, Even Group.

Ramada Plaza Hotels are located in many of the world’s top business and leisure destinations and are part of Wyndham, one of the world’s largest hospitality groups. 

The 133-bed flagship hotel is currently under construction and will feature bars and restaurants, together with extensive meeting facilities which will complement the newly extended and refurbished Floral Hall conference centre.

The hotel, together with the extended conference facilities, will consolidate and enhance the attraction of the Floral Hall as a conference venue, which will result in an increase in the quality and number of events being held and overall attendances. The hotel will also strengthen Southport’s appeal to golf visitors and tourists.
Steve Parry, Managing Director of Neptune Developments Ltd said: 
“The Waterfront Development has already had a major impact on the Southport waterfront as it heads towards completion and so we are particularly pleased to secure Ramada Plaza as a premium four star operator backed by Even Group whose directors have a proven track record.

“The hotel will be a major boost to Southport as a leisure and tourism destination and the quality of the Waterfront scheme and the facilities that it offers will help to re-establish Southport as a high quality destination.

“The impact of the Waterfront, together with the extension and refurbishment of the Floral Hall Theatre and Conference Centre will enable Southport to appeal to a much broader market for conferences and events and this will have significant impact on the Southport economy as a whole.”

The leisure elements of the high quality mixed-use Waterfront scheme which includes  restaurants, bistros around a  new open air plaza which provides alfresco dining with views across the marine lake have been anchored by Stanley Casinos. 
Nick Lebetkin, Managing Director of Even Group, said: “We are genuinely excited by this project which we feel will add significant value to Southport’s offer as a classic resort.”
Andrew Pyle, Operations Director of the New World Group, commented: “The whole team at New World are very excited to be working on this prestigious hotel in such a great location.”

Chief Executive of Sefton Council, Graham Haywood, said: "Southport is an ever expanding force in the business tourism sector and this new quality Ramada Plaza hotel and the associated conference facilities will be a massive boost for the town. 

"Conference delegates are some of the most demanding visitors and we are well placed as a resort to offer everything from retail to leisure and golf to restaurants. 

 "The whole town has embraced the improvements and developments over the past few years with extensive retail and leisure facilities, redeveloped streets and buildings, new accommodation and attractions including the new Dunes Splash World water park. Other schemes to be completed in 2008 include the five-star Vincent Hotel on Lord Street and the spectacular Lord Street improvement scheme.

 "There are even more exciting times ahead with the recent announcement of a blue-chip developer for the former Pleasureland site which is likely to generate even more prosperity for the town. It is easy to see why our long-term planning has attracted such big name operators to Southport." 

Ends

Notes to editors:

· The Waterfront development is being carried out on the former Floral Hall Gardens site and is being delivered by Neptune Developments who are Liverpool-based urban regeneration specialists whose successful Queen Square development played a key role in kick-starting the renaissance of Liverpool City Centre. Neptune are currently involved in the delivery of a number of innovative mixed-use developments across the region including plans for the regeneration of the New Brighton seafront and Mann Island on Liverpool’s waterfront.

· The development is providing direct investment of £30 million to deliver a mixed-use scheme over 174,000 sq ft producing in the region of 500 new jobs. It is expected to enhance Southport’s tourism offer leading to an increase in visitor numbers and the stimulation of both the day and night-time economy.
· The scheme has been on site since January 2007 and first handovers to leisure operators will be commencing in May 2008 with the handover of the Hotel for final fit out taking place in the Autumn.
For more information, please contact Paul Cook at October Communications on 0151 236 2323.
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